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gratified with, Schofield, although the latter is not specially
devoted to Grant.

For my own part, I have little confidence in any of the
military governors. This movement is one of that singular
class that has sometimes astonished me, as exhibiting a
want of administrative ability when I should expect en-
tirely different qualities. It is Sewardism in all its aspects,
whether Seward is in it or not.

Doolittle and myself visited Governor Randall after
leaving the President. If R. has had any knowledge of
Schofield's nomination he did not disclose it. I judge he is
as ignorant as myself, but his conclusions are like mine.
He is confident the President will be acquitted, and says
the Radicals are becoming afraid of that result. I have not
that confidence, for a majority of the Senate is composed
of very indifferent men, who will, under caucus dictation,
vote as partisans, not as judges. He thinks the Senate will
not come to judgment until after the Chicago Convention,
but this, I take it, is mere conjecture. There may be some
talk among party men to that effect, but no such conclu-
sion. Washington is great for rumors at all times, and the
credulous and interested listen.

Vice-Admiral Porter has been here several days, the
guest of General Grant. Rumor says he is fishing for
the place of Secretary of the Navy. This is likely to
be the case, for he is ambitious, restless, and intriguing.
He is a very unfit man for Secretary, and would soon turn
things upside down and destroy all unity and disregard
'systematic and practical economy.

April 28, Tuesday. The speech of Thad Stevens yester-
day was characteristically abusive, but displayed less abil-
ity than I expected. I do not think he has injured the Pre-
sident so much as he desired, though he has spent great
labor and time on his speech, which has been three times
rewritten and revised. His nephew, who boards at Will-
ard's with Faxon, told the latter that he was assisting his